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Concept

As part of the ongoing work looking at how ICT is currently being embedded in Religious Education it was felt that gathering together a group of current practitioners to discuss the ideas and the philosophy underpinning the use of ICT would provide valuable insights that would inform future developments. It was decided that there should be representation from primary, secondary and special schools and that this meeting could potentially feed into the creation of materials for the Becta ICT Advice site. Becta supported the event through the provision of a venue and ICT support.

This report is a summary of the discussion and notes from the day.
Structure of the day
As effective use of ICT as a tool to support RE is rooted in the need to deliver the RE learning objectives, it was felt that looking at the criteria that constitute ‘good RE’ would provide a structure for the day.  On this basis the following programme was developed:

· Focus Task 

· What kit is best for teachers?

· What areas themes are best for teachers?

· What are people doing?

· What pedagogies support ICT?

· What key principles underpin the use of ICT?

See appendix 1 for full outline of the programme.
Delegates

Paul Hopkins 
Think Tank convener.
Rosemary Rivett
Think Tank convener.

Carolyn Reade
Lecturer in education at St. Martin’s Lancaster (ITE), member of the REfIT 
 (RE from IT) project and co-ordinator for RE-XS (http://re-xs.ucsm.ac.uk).

Maura Matthews
Primary teacher using ICT creatively in the classroom .

John Kirk
Special teacher developing the use of Clicker as a tool for work on virtual places of worship.

Andrew Trythall 
Primary teacher, user of ICT in the classroom and creator and developer of EduChurch (www.educhurch.org.uk).

Peter Greaves 
Primary teacher and developer of on-line and classroom based ICT material.
Karen van Coevorden 
Primary teacher developing use of interactive whiteboards in her classroom.

Jim Robinson 
Secondary teacher, member of REfIT and writer of presentation and Flash-based RE software.

Simon Bennett 
Secondary AST (RE) developing the use of DV for virtual visits and AfL.

Peter Clarke
Secondary AST developing the use of on-line support materials for pupils.

Barbara Manning 
Secondary teacher recommended by her advisor and developing the use of IWB-based teaching.

Charlotte Reynolds 
Secondary teacher developing intranets and the use of film in teaching RE with ICT.

Anne Krisman
Special School teacher working uisng multi-media to develop and support  multi-sensory teaching in a special school context.
Focus Task

Delegates were asked to identify how given sums of money (£500, £1000 and £5000) could meaningfully be spent on developing the effective use of ICT in RE.

£500

· Image-capture. Delegates talked about the important use of image-capture, and both digital cameras (about £100 each) and digital video (£300-£400) were discussed.  Both were seen as having great impact for those pupils who worked better with a visually rich rather than a textually rich medium. 

· Colour printers. Now that colour inkjet / laser printers have dropped in price, their potential to support the production of rich, stimulating material for the classroom (by teachers and pupils) can more readily be exploited. One delegate mentioned that the cost of printing via a laser was less than the photocopying costs for sets of work sheets, and meant resources couple be produced very quickly for his classroom. 

· Sound recording. Sound recording equipment (e.g. digital dictophones) was also seen as a tool for both pupils and for assessment, as verbal ideas and answers could be incorporated into projects and materials produced for assessment. Image-capture (e.g. flat scanner and film scanners) and collections of images were also seen as good assets. 

· Web cam. One delegate talked about a mobile webcam that could be used to display pupils’ work from the book to the big screen.

£1000

· Lap top. Many delegates talked about their own use of a laptop enabled with CD-RW and DVD player that could be (ideally) linked to an IWB or a digital projector. Most delegates already used a laptop extensively in their classroom and would ‘not be without it’; this was seen as an essential tool for the busy RE teacher, not least those who have to move from classroom to classroom. 

· Digital camera.  Multiples of the £500 was discussed, so that a ‘set’ of digital cameras for the class or a couple of DV cameras could be purchased.
· Digital projector. For the classroom, digital projectors were seen as the ‘must have’ piece of equipment now that these had dropped below the £1000 threshold (often for £1000 you can buy a projector and a spare bulb). All delegates indentified the projector as an essential teaching tool with only one delegate not already having a projector or IWB in their classroom.
£5000

· IWB / digital projector / computer. Delegates looked towards the IWB / digital projector / laptop or desktop combination, often with additional elements such as wireless mice and keyboards to enable the control of the computer to be taken from the teacher to the pupil. There was some talk of the necessity to be aware of the dangers of the IWB of becoming a ‘teaching not learning tool’ and the didactic nature of much teaching when using a digital projector / IWB.

What kit is best for teachers?

The discussion above incorporated this area of the programme. It is worth mentioning a number of things:

· Creating own resource. Interestingly, most delegates did not look towards buying software, though some packages were mentioned such as ‘Inspiration’ (visual learning software). There was a feeling in the group that much of the material that was available online could be used to construct good teaching and learning opportunities and that one of the functions of ICT was to enpower pupils in the creation of quality resource themselves (e.g. digital video); also that one of the consequences of the use of ICT should be to take control from the teacher and invest it in the pupil. 

· Choice of venue. There was a strong feeling that the best RE takes place in the RE classroom and that while a teacher might move a class into the ICT suite as a necessity (e.g. the need to use a large number of computers) the environment of an ICT suite was not conducive to RE teaching and learning because:

· the atmosphere was poor

· the supporting display was not available

· other resource was not available

· working space (non-computer) was often limited or poor

· equipment may be unreliable or not checked

· movement to and from the room was problematic

· access meant that equality of access to classes was compromised.
· Digital projector. Delegates commented that the digital projector was becoming a ‘basic requirement’ for the modern RE classroom linked to a laptop / mediaplayer set-up and to the intra / internet.
What areas of the RE curriculum best suit the use of ICT?

There was no agreement on this as delegates felt that all areas of the RE curriculum could be effectively supported by the use of ICT (see above). There was some discussion on how ICT could be used to take RE ‘out of the classroom’ into areas that were otherwise difficult or impossible to access. These included:

· Widening access. Access to places that otherwise would be difficult e.g. places of worship that are not accessible by pupils due to locality, or places of worship from around the world, or places that are not represented in the UK

· Pupils’ own experience. Allowing pupils to being their own religious experiences into the classroom by use of media capture (e.g. digital video) and to capture the experiences of their faith communities.

· RE attainment targets. That there was a danger of ICT being perceived as being most useful in supporting the AT1 aspect of RE (‘learning about religion’ – a focus on ‘research’ and ‘information retrieval as they enquire into and investigate the nature of religion, its beliefs, teachings and ways of life, pratices and forms of experession) rather than AT2 (‘learning from religion’ – a focus on developing pupils’ reflection on and response to their own and others’ experiences in the light of their learning about religion. Delegates felt that various forms of technology e.g. presentation technologies could aid the redressing of the balance between the two attainment targets  tremendously.
· Expressing ideas. Delegates felt that ICT offered great scope for pupils for whom textual expression was not easy, that the use of image, sound and video gave scope for these pupils to express themselves (this was strongly reinforced by the delegates from special schools). The use of ICT in this context was also a useful tool for capturing assessment material. If this use was to be extended it would mean a change in the assessment culture for external purposes.

· Accessing the experiences of others. An essential resource in RE is other people. Technology offered opportunities for the pupils to access people outside of their own experience e.g. by e-mail or video conferencing both with ‘adults’ and ‘experts’ but also other pupils.

· Extending learning opportnities. Delegateds indicated that the nature of ICT made learning possible ‘anywhere / anytime’ and that these possibilities were only just being exploited in the secondary RE context.
What are people doing?

At the beginning of the afternoon session the delegates were asked to share some of the things / projects that they were involved with. These included:

Anne Krisman:
Talked about a project looking at the life of Helen Keller and how this related to the experiences of her pupils. She showed us some of the story boards that the pupils had created. This activity is available on the becta ICT Advice site as an ‘Inspire me’.

John Kirk
Talked about the work that his pupils had been involved in using Clicker 4 to develop a tour of Walingham and how this was being extended now to look at Julian of Norwich

Andrew Trythall 
Talked about the Educurch project and how this is developing to include streamed video and audio, and to develop the use of the ‘authentic voice’ from the Christian communities near to the school.

Simon Bennett 
Talked about the Assessment for Learning materials that he was developing for use in the RE classroom, which included stimulus materials and material to match learning outcomes to pupils work.

Peter Clarke
Talked about how he used a website to extent learning opportunities outside of the school, giving pupils access to material and how he used ‘Hot Potatoes’ software as a learning tool for the creation of web based activities (both intra and internet accessible)

Charlotte Reynolds 
Talked about how her pupils were energised in the use of non-overtly religious film especially on the ‘big screen’ and how they were able to develop critical skills which could be transfer to religious themes

What pedagogies support ICT?

Paul Hopkins presented for people to consider a series of pedagogical theories on ICT (extrapolated from Grimmett ‘Pedagogies for RE’, 2002) and gave some quick examples of how these pedagogical approaches to RE could be supported by the use of ICT based activities. There was not enough time to discuss this and it is hoped that we might return to this idea at a later date.

What are the key principles that underpin the use of ICT?

The final part of the day was given over to a discussion to see if there were a series of ‘key principles’ that applied when using ICT in your lesson. A number of key ideas were put forward here which I have amalgamated in Appendix III as a ‘ten principles’ document. The key ideas that were discussed fell into a number of categories:

· That the starting place for using ICT must be because it enhances the RE. Using ICT should result in ‘better’ RE or should make the learning more efficient, effective or transformative.
· The motivation is a reason for using ICT but only if the RE is enhanced, motivation with weak RE is not acceptable
· That care is taken when using ICT about learning and teaching styles, a concern was expressed that ICT becomes very didactic and that the RE become very ‘AT1’ learning about.
· That an awareness of the ICT skills means that focus in on the RE learning – ideally the ICT should be ‘transparent’ (in te same way that reading and writing are transparent activities in the upper primary and secondary schools)
· That ICT should help widen the opportunities and access to religious experience and its impact on individuals and communities.
Conclusions / Reflections on the day

Feedback from the delegates was very encouraging; all described the day as a very positive experience and commented that they had taken away a number of ideas from what was presented and also from the other delegates. They also felt that the ideas / concepts that had been discussed were important ones.
The ideas and thoughts of the groups reinforced the experience and the ways of working of the team involved with the DfES and Becta contracts. The philosophies articulated by the group are those that the RE Today team has been working to over the last few years; it is encouraging to hear this from this group of practitioners.

The feeling from the group is that ‘expert’ software from publishers is not what is wanted but rather resource ‘widgets’ that can be adapted and used by the teacher to construct lessons and which can be used by the pupils to construct work. These might be text, images, video, animation or resource such as DVD or video. These need to be priced at a level which allows a range of resource to be built and that much of the resource that is available is overpriced.
The key ICT resource is the ‘big screen’ combination; this may be large screen TV and S-video lead to connect a computer, or should be a projector and laptop. This was considered more desirable that the IWB though opinion was split on this. The cost now of a projector lap top combination is less than £2000 (less than 10% of the cost of a teacher) and makes a tremendous impact on teaching and learning [this conclusion is supported from evidence in pupil interviews in a number of schools]

That there is still no identifiable and dynamic community of practice was a concern. Many of delegates were not aware of resources such as the Becta ICT advice site, or the Teacher Resource Exchange, but were interested in the development of a community of practice.
Appendix 1 - Programme




RE and ICT ~ a Think Tank

Monday 7th February 2005

The focus of the day is to:  a) determine some principles for the use of ICT in RE, the key factors for successful use and b) to examine where the key ‘gaps’ are in the software / support that is currently available.

Programme

10:00
Coffee

10:15
Welcome and Introduction 

10:30
Focus task: You have £500 / £1k / £5k to spend on kit for RE ~ what would you buy? 


5” in pairs and then feedback to the group


Focus Question 1: Technology: What kit is best for RE teachers? A consideration of ‘mobile’, ‘static’ and ‘combination’ models.


10” split into Primary and Secondary Groups and then 25” of group feedback and discussion.

11:15
Coffee
11:25
Focus Question 2: Curriculum: What areas / themes in RE best suit the use of ICT? Either using RE themes or the RE ‘skills’ from the RE non-statutory national framework (p.11), keeping in mind AT1 and AT2.


5” introduction followed by a split into groups of 4 for 20” and then 30” of main group feedback and discussion.
12:30
Lunch and informal discussion (perhaps looking at visiting your school)

13:15
Focus Question 2: Pedagogies: Models of pedagogy (Grimmitt et al, 2000) ~ how can ICT support and develop these?


10” introduction followed by a split into groups of 4 for 15 mins and then 30” of main group feedback and discussion.

14:10
Tea 
14:15
Two practical tasks

(1) Development of a set of ‘key principles’ for the use of ICT in RE. These need to be practical not philosophical e.g. ‘RE should enhance subject objectives’ is too vague, more ‘A lesson using ICT should identify both the RE objectives and the ICT objectives.’


(2) Development of a list of areas in which there are gaps ripe for the development of materials to support / enhance RE.

15:30
Close

Appendix II - Finances

Delegates to the day were paid a day’s supply, or a professional fee, and expenses to come to the meeting. Paul Hopkins and Rosemary Rivett who planned and organised the meeting were also covered for professional services and expenses. 

	Item
	Cost

	Consultants 1 (planning, convening & attending)
	£2100.00

	Supply cover
	£2186.50

	Travel 
	£798.08

	Accommodation (overnight)
	£40.00

	Refreshments
	£114.21

	Administration expenses
	£100.00

	
	£5338.79


Appendix III – Ten Key Principles for using ICT in RE

1. When using ICT start with the Religious Education learning objectives and outcomes and be certain of what you want to achieve in RE terms.

2. Make sure that you are aware of the ICT skills that are needed and that the pupils have these and you have both these and sufficient ‘troubleshooting’ skills.

3. Make sure that you have a fall back plan if the technology fails.

4. Be aware of the learning styles that are being employed when using the ICT. Make sure that you offer something for a variety of learning styles and a variety of teaching methodologies.

5. Motivation should be a reason for using ICT but not the reason.

6. ICT should be used to access resources that are enhanced by the medium these may include diversity, personal viewpoints, authentic voice and multi-media.
7. ICT should encourage learning from as well as learning about religions and should provide opportunities for reflection on their own faiths and beliefs.

8. ICT should encourage discussion and collaboration, should be participative and interactive.

9. Be aware of the amount of effort that teaching and learning with ICT may involve – consider if this is the best way to teach this part of the curriculum.

10. Use ICT to support yourself – become part of the wider community of practice.
� The REfIT project ran from 1999 to 2004 and was commissioned by the Professional Council for RE to develop ideas, thinking and awareness on the use of ICT in RE.
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